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Seeking the peace and well-being of the city
BACF;[ ?J][-QCH December 7, 2025, 2:30 p.m.

PRELUDE
Cold December Flies Away Catalonian Carol
Meditation on "Veni, veni Emmanuel” P. Fey

GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY

ADVENT INTROIT
Come Now, O Prince of Peace G. Lee, tr. M. Pope

*PROCESSIONAL CAROL
Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn REJOICE REJOICE

WORDS and MUSIC: Marty Haugen (1950- ) REJOICE, REJOICE
Words nd Music © 1983 GIA Publications Irregular
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1 A - wake! a - wake, = and greet the new morn, for
2 To us, to all in sor - row and fear, Em -
3 In dark - est night his com - ing shall be, when
4 Re - joice, re - joice, take heart in the night, though
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an - gels her-ald its dawn-ing. Sing out your joy, for
man -  u - el comes a - sing - ing, his hum - ble song is
all the world is de - spair - ing, as morn - ing light so
dark the win-ter and cheer - less, the ris - ing sun shall
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soon he 1is born, be- hold! the Child of our long - ing.
qui - et and near, yet fills the earth with its ring -  ing;
qui - et and free, so warm and gen-tle and car - ing.
crown you with light, be strong and lov -ing and fear - less.
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Come as a ba - by weak and poor, to bring all hearts to -
mu - sic to heal the bro - ken soul and hymns of lov - ing-
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in
Love be our song <and love our prayer and love our end - less
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geth - er, he o - pens wide the heaven - ly door and
kind - ness, the thun - der of his an - thems roll to
won - der, the weak be raised a - bove the strong, and
sto - ry; may God fill ev - ery day we share and
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*INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
This season of Advent reminds us of the birth of the
Prince of Peace, and of the second coming of Christ.

We confess that we have sometimes made this season too materialistic.
We have substituted glitter for gold;

trimmings for truth, and trinkets for Godly treasure.

With the convenience of online shopping, we miss

the chance to give to strangers in the streets.

We have closed our ears to the cries for help

when giving was not convenient.

Father, we acknowledge our shortcomings

and desire to make amends where we have fallen short.

(Silence for personal confession and reflection)
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*GLORIA PATRI R. Goodson
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and
Ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

ANTHEM
Waiting for the Promise L. Larson



FIRST READING

Matthew 1:1-16
Response to the reading: “Thanks be to God”

Read from the the NRSV Bible

*CAROL OF PRAISE
Emmanuel, Emmanuel
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WORDS and MUSIC: Bob McGee (1944- )
Words and Music © 1976 C. A. Music (Admin. Music Services)

ADVENT CANDLE-LIGHTING (The Candle of Peace)
Prepare the Way

(Refer to the back of the order of service for the music and Litany.)

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

JOEL RANEY



SECOND READING

Matthew 1:18-25 Read from the the NRSV Bible
Response to the reading: “Thanks be to God”

SERMON Rev. Jeremy Keay

(Silence for personal reflection)

*CAROL OF APPROACH
#88 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus STUTTGART
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1 Come, thou long - ex - pect - ed Je - sus, born  to
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Text: Charles Wesley (1707-1788). 8787
Music: Melody Psalmodia Sacra, Gotha, 1715; harm. William Henry Havergal (1793-1870), alt.; STUTTGART

desc. John W, Wilson (1905-1992). Desc. © 1983 Hope Publishing Co. Alt. setting and higher key 158
Alt. tune Cross or Jisus 537
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GATHERING AT THE TABLE

*The Passing of the Peace

*Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

Maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sits on the right hand of God the

Father Almighty

from there he shall come to judge the quick

and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic* Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Bread
The Cup
All who seek God and the presence of Christ are welcome to participate



CELEBRATION OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
The communion offering for the month of December is designated to our ministry partner,
Canadian Baptist Ministries (CBM)

Offertory
Saviour of the Nations Come HoWV VIII 27 G.A. Homilius

*Offertory Response

So, bring him incense, gold and myrrh,
come peasant, king, to own him;

the King of kings salvation brings,

let loving hearts enthrone him.

This, this is Christ the King,

*CAROL FOR THE JOURNEY
Blessed Be the God of Israel

Unison

NC. G % C D Em Cmaj7 Am7 D
[al)
o
D4 o & :
o
. r g
1 Blessed be the God of Is - rael, who comes to set us free,
2 Now from the house of Da - vid a child of grace has come,
3 On all by death im - pris - oned the sun .be-gins to rise,
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who vis - its and re - deems us, and grants us lib - er - ty.
a Sav-ior who will Ilead us to our e - ter - nal home.
the dawn-ing of for- give - ness up - on the sin-ner’s eyes,
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The proph-ets spoke of mer - cy, of free-dom and re - lease;
Be - fore him goes the her - ald, fore - run-ner in the way,
to guide the feet of pil - grims a - long the paths of peace;
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God shall ful - fill the prom - ise to bring our peo - ple peace.

the proph-et of sal - va - tion, the har-bin-ger of day.
O Dbless our God and Sav - ior with songs that nev - er cease!
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WORDS: Michael Perry (1942-1996) MERLE'S TUNE
MUSIC: Hal H. Hopson (1933-) 1.6.7.6.D.

Words © 1973 Jubilate Hymns (Admin. Hope Publishing Company)
Music © ope Publishing Company

*THE BLESSING OF THE COMMUNITY

Leader: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.

People: And also with you.

*Choral Benediction
Comfort, Comfort GENEVAN 42

*The Sending of the Community
*Congregational Amen
The service of the church into the world — begins again this week

POSTLUDE
Toccata on STUTTGART P.C. Long



*Please stand, as you are able

We are grateful for those who serve with us today:
Leading Worship - Gordon Dinwoodie;

Confession Prayer written by Christina Ward;
Communion Invitation - Rev. Allan Effa;

Scripture Readers - Sean Henry, Devonie Henry;
Communion Preparation - Jon and Bonnie Maier;
Video & Sound Technician - Evan Adnams.

FBC Ministry Team:

Rev. Jeremy Keay, Minister of Youth, Young Adults, Outreach
Dawn Stiles, Minister of Children and Families

Dr. Evelyn Grieger, Minister of Music

Jerrold Eilander, Organist / Choir Accompanist

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE, License #A-625688. All rights reserved.

As we attempt to provide comfortable spaces for all and we have
some members who have severe scent sensitivities, we ask that people refrain from
wearing perfumes and colognes on Sunday morning to church. Thank you for helping us
care for one another.

— FBC Council



PREPARE THE WAY
CONGREGATIONAL PART

JOEL RANEY

(on cue)
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way for the Prince of Peace, King of kings,
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Pre-pare the way, pre-pare the way.
(repeat this chorus after the candle lighting and litany)

© 2025 Hope Publishing Company, www.hopepublishing.com
All rights reserved.

Fhe Publisher grants permission to reproduce this part for Congregational smgmg—.l

LITANY

Today we light 2 candles; the candle of hope and the candle of peace. In this season of
Advent we wait for the Prince of Peace, who will come to bring wholeness to a fractured
world.

Prepare the way of the Lord with peace.

When division and conflict surround us, we turn to Christ, the source of true peace, and long
for his reconciliation in our hearts and in the world.

Prepare the way of the Lord with peace.

In our homes, in our communities, and in our nations, we seek to be instruments of peace,
reflecting the love of Christ in all we do.

Prepare the way of the Lord with peace.

When anger and strife seem overwhelming, we trust in the calm presence of Christ, who can
still the storms in our hearts and minds.

Prepare the way of the Lord with peace.

In moments of anxiety, fear, or uncertainty, we invite the peace of Christ to fill our hearts and
guide our actions.

Prepare the way of the Lord with peace.

O God of peace, we await the coming of your Son, who will bring peace to all the earth. We
remember that true peace comes not from the absence of conflict, but from the presence of
Christ.

Prepare the way of the Lord with peace.



