
PRELUDE  
Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming                                         	 	    A. Fedak 

GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 

ADVENT INTROIT   
Come Now, O Prince of Peace	 	 	 	 	    G. Lee, tr. M. Pope 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

*PROCESSIONAL CAROL 
 #161 People, Look East	 	             		 	 	 	 	          BESANÇON  

Seeking the peace and well-being of  the city

    December 21, 2025   11:00 a.m.





PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious God, 
we want to be like Mary, who consented to work together with God, 
agreeing to be the vessel to carry the Son of God. 
Forgive us for not recognizing the voice of your Holy Spirit 
when it speaks truth to us.

We want to be like Joseph, 
who was troubled yet risked following God's call.
Forgive us for our lack of faith 
and our attempts to be in control of everything.
 
In this Advent time, while we wait and watch, 
forgive our impatience to want everything immediately without learning 
to wait for your timing in our lives.

Gracious God, 
forgive us, and continue to be our light as we watch and wait. Amen.

  (Silence for personal confession and reflection) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 



*GLORIA PATRI 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	       R. Goodson 
    Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
    and to the Holy Ghost; 
    As it was in the beginning, is now and 
    Ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

ANTHEM  
Come, Christ of God	 	 	 	 	 	 	   J. Parker/S. Pethel 

FIRST READING 
Isaiah 35:1-10	 	 	                                       Read from the NRSV Bible 
Response to the reading: “Thanks be to God” 

*CAROL OF PRAISE 
 #173 Sing Out, My Soul (Magnificat)	    	 	 	      Taizé Community 



ADVENT CANDLE-LIGHTING (The Candle of Love) 
Prepare the Way  	 	 	                 		 	 	 	 	    J. Raney 
	 (The fourth candle is lit)

Prepare the Way  	 	 	                 		 	 	 	 	    J. Raney 
Congregational Part 
	 (Repeat this chorus after the candle lighting and litany) 

LITANY 
Leader: Today we light 4 candles. The first three remind us of the hope, 
peace, and joy we have in Christ.  This 4th candle represents love.  As we 
watch and wait, we are called to prepare our hearts with the love of Christ, 
who is coming to us anew.
Prepare the way of the Lord with love.
In a world often torn by division, we remember that Christ’s love has the  
power to heal, to reconcile, and to bring peace.
Prepare the way of the Lord with love.
Love calls us to action – may our hands and hearts be ready to serve, to  
care, 
and to share the love of Christ with those in need.
Prepare the way of the Lord with love.
In moments of difficulty and despair, let the love of Christ be our anchor, 
reminding us that nothing can separate us from the love of God.
Prepare the way of the Lord with love.
May the love of Christ fill our homes, our communities, and our world, 
bringing light to the darkness and hope to the hopeless.
Prepare the way of the Lord with love.
O God of love, help us to embody your love in our daily lives, sharing it  
freely and generously with all whom we encounter.  As we await the coming  
of the Prince of Peace, fill our hearts with love, and make us ready to  
embrace Christ in every moment.



*CAROL OF MEDITATION 
 #169 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came	 	       GABRIEL’S MESSAGE 

CHILDREN’S BLESSING 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 



SECOND READING 
Luke 1:46-55               	      	 	 	       	         Read from the NRSV Bible 
Response to the reading: “Thanks be to God” 



*CAROL FOR THE JOURNEY  
 #185 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing		 	 	 	           MENDELSSOHN

SERMON	    “When Mary Said Yes”		 	 	 	 	       Dawn Stiles 

  (Silence for personal reflection) 

*Offertory Response 
So, bring him incense, gold and myrrh, 
come peasant, king, to own him; 
the King of kings salvation brings, 
let loving hearts enthrone him. 
This, this is Christ the King, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud,  
the babe, the son of Mary! 
*Prayer of Gratitude    

CELEBRATION OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
  Offertory  
  What Child Is This?	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	      J. Ness 





Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from  
ONE LICENSE, License #A-625688.  All rights reserved. 

FBC Ministry Team: 
Rev. Jeremy Keay, Minister of Youth, Young Adults, Outreach 
Dawn Stiles, Minister of Children and Families  
Dr. Evelyn Grieger, Minister of Music 
Jerrold Eilander, Organist / Choir Accompanist 

As we attempt to provide comfortable spaces for all and we have some members who have severe scent 
sensitivities, we ask that people refrain from wearing perfumes and colognes on Sunday morning to 
church. Thank you for helping us care for one another. 
	 	 	 	 	 –– FBC Council

*Please stand, as you are able 

We are grateful for those who serve with us today:  
Writing Prayers of the People - Naomi Mahaffy; 
Writing Confession Prayer - Rose Merke; 
Scripture Reading - Jon Maier, Caitlin Hart; 
Video & Sound Technician - Evan Adnams. 

*THE BLESSING OF THE COMMUNITY 
Leader: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
People: And also with you.  

*The Sending of the Community 
*Congregational Amen 
The service of the church into the world -- begins again this week 

POSTLUDE 
People, Look East                                                      	 	     R. Davenport  

*Choral Benediction 
  Comfort, Comfort         	 	 	          	 	 	 	 	      GENEVAN 42 

Use the Tithe.ly QR code below to give instantly to FBC. 


