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PRELUDE

Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming

Seeking the peace and well-being of the city

GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY

ADVENT INTROIT

Come Now, O Prince of Peace

CALL TO WORSHIP

December 21, 2025 11:00 a.m.

A. Fedak

G. Lee, tr. M. Pope

*PROCESSIONAL CAROL
#161 People, Look East BESANCON
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1 Peo-ple, look east, the time is near of the crown-ing of  the
2 Fur-rows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is plant-ed
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the bowl shall
life to
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4 An-gels an-nounce with shouts of mirth him who brings new
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year., Make your house fair as you are a - ble, trim the
there. Give up your strength the seed to nour - ish, that in
brim, shin-ing be - yond the frost - y weath - er, bright as
earth. Set ev - ery peak and val - ley hum - ming with  the
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A7 A Peo-ple, look east and sing to - day:
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hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo-ple, look east:
course the flow-er may flour-ish.
sun and moon to - geth-er.
word, the Lord is com-ing. Peo-ple, look east:
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Love, the Guest, is on the way.
Love, the Rose, 1s on the way.
Love, the Star, is on the way.
Love, the Lord, is on the way.
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WORDS: Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965)
MUSIC: French melody; arr. Martin Shaw (1875-1958)

Woeds © 1960 David Higham Assoc, Led.
Music Arr. © 1928 Oxfoed University Press



*INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Gracious God,
we want to be like Mary, who consented to work together with God,
agreeing to be the vessel to carry the Son of God.
Forgive us for not recognizing the voice of your Holy Spirit
when it speaks truth to us.

We want to be like Joseph,

who was troubled yet risked following God's call.
Forgive us for our lack of faith

and our attempts to be in control of everything.

In this Advent time, while we wait and watch,
forgive our impatience to want everything immediately without learning
to wait for your timing in our lives.

Gracious God,
forgive us, and continue to be our light as we watch and wait. Amen.

(Silence for personal confession and reflection)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON



*GLORIA PATRI R. Goodson
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and
Ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

ANTHEM
Come, Christ of God J. Parker/S. Pethel

FIRST READING

Isaiah 35:1-10 Read from the NRSV Bible
Response to the reading: “Thanks be to God”

*CAROL OF PRAISE

#173 Sing Out, My Soul (Magnificat) Taizé Community
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Ma - gni - fi - cat Ma - gni - fi - cat
Sing out, my  soul. Sing out, my  soul
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Ma - gni - fi -cat a - ni - ma me - a Do - mi - num.
Sing out and glo - ri - fy the Lord who  sets us free.
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Ma - gni - fi - cat Ma - gni - fi - cat
Sing out, my  soul Sing out, my  soul
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Ma - gni - fi - cat a - ni - ma me - al
Sing out and glo - ri - fy the Lord God!

WORDS: Taizé Community, 1978; para. Luke 1:46
MUSIC: Jacques Berthier (1923-1994)

Words and Music © 1979 Les Presses de Taizé {Admin. GIA Publications)



ADVENT CANDLE-LIGHTING (The Candle of Love)
Prepare the Way J. Raney
(The fourth candle is lit)

LITANY

Leader: Today we light 4 candles. The first three remind us of the hope,
peace, and joy we have in Christ. This 4t candle represents love. As we
watch and wait, we are called to prepare our hearts with the love of Christ,
who is coming to us anew.

Prepare the way of the Lord with love.

In a world often torn by division, we remember that Christ’s love has the
power to heal, to reconcile, and to bring peace.

Prepare the way of the Lord with love.

Love calls us to action — may our hands and hearts be ready to serve, to
care,

and to share the love of Christ with those in need.

Prepare the way of the Lord with love.

In moments of difficulty and despair, let the love of Christ be our anchor,
reminding us that nothing can separate us from the love of God.

Prepare the way of the Lord with love.

May the love of Christ fill our homes, our communities, and our world,
bringing light to the darkness and hope to the hopeless.

Prepare the way of the Lord with love.

O God of love, help us to embody your love in our daily lives, sharing it
freely and generously with all whom we encounter. As we await the coming
of the Prince of Peace, fill our hearts with love, and make us ready to
embrace Christ in every moment.

Prepare the Way J. Raney
Congregational Part
(Repeat this chorus after the candle lighting and litany)

(on cue)
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Pre-pare the way of the Lord. Make
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way for the Prince of Peace, King of kings,
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Lord of lords, Je-sus, Em-man - nu - el.
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Pre-pare the way, pre-pare the way.
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© 2025 Hope Publishing Company, www.hopepublishing.com
All rights reserved.

CHILDREN'’S BLESSING
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

*CAROL OF MEDITATION

#169 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came GABRIEL'S MESSAGE
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"1 The an - gel Ga - bri - el from heav - en came, his
2 “For know a bless - ed moth - er you shall be, all
3 Then gen - tle Ma - ry meek - ly bowed her  head. “To
4 Of her, Em-man - u - el, the Christ, was  born in
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wings as drift - ed snow, his eyes as flame, “All
gen - er - a - tions praise con - tin - ual - ly, your
me be as it pleas - es God,” she said. “My
Beth - le - hem, all on a Christ - mas mom, and
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hail,” said he, “O low - ly maid - en Ma - ry,”
Son shall be Em-man - u - el, by seers fore - told”~ Most
soul shall laud and mag - ni - fy God’s ho - ly name.” . V0%
Chris - tian folk through-out the world will ev - er say:
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high -ly fa-vored Ma - ry, glo - n - a!
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WORDS: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould (1834-1924), alt.
MUSIC: Basque melody; arr. Edgar Pettman (1865-1943), John Wickham (20th c.)
Muslc Ar. © 1955, Ren, 1983 E. H. Freeman

SECOND READING
Luke 1:46-55
Response to the reading: “Thanks be to God”

Read from the NRSV Bible




SERMON “When Mary Said Yes” Dawn Stiles

(Silence for personal reflection)

CELEBRATION OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
What Child Is This? J. Ness

*Offertory Response

So, bring him incense, gold and myrrh,
come peasant, king, to own him;

the King of kings salvation brings,

let loving hearts enthrone him.

This, this is Christ the King,

whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud,

the babe, the son of Mary!

*Prayer of Gratitude
*CAROL FOR THE JOURNEY
#185 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN
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1 Hark! the her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born King:

2 Christ, by high - est heaven a - dored, Christ, the -ev - er - last-ing Lord,
3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Right-eous-ness!
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peace on earth, and
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God and sin-ners rec - on - ciled!”

late in time be - hold him come, off-springof the Vir-gin’s womb:
Light and life to all he j-rings, risen with heal-ing  in  his wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, join the tri-umph of the skies;

veiled in flesh the God-head see; hail th'in-car-nate De - i - ty,
Mild he lays his glo-ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with th’an-gel - ic Host pro-claim,“Christ is born in  Beth - le - hem!”

pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Je - sus, our Em - man-u - el
born to raise us from the earth, born to give us sec - ond birth.
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Hark! the her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-bom King"
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WORDS: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt. -
MUSIC: Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847); adapt. William H. Cummings (1831-1915)




*THE BLESSING OF THE COMMUNITY

Leader: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.

People: And also with you.

*Choral Benediction
Comfort, Comfort GENEVAN 42

*The Sending of the Community

*Congregational Amen
The service of the church into the world -- begins again this week

POSTLUDE
People, Look East R. Davenport

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE, License #A-625688. All rights reserved.

FBC Ministry Team:

Rev. Jeremy Keay, Minister of Youth, Young Adults, Outreach
Dawn Stiles, Minister of Children and Families

Dr. Evelyn Grieger, Minister of Music

Jerrold Eilander, Organist / Choir Accompanist

As we attempt to provide comfortable spaces for all and we have some members who have severe scent
sensitivities, we ask that people refrain from wearing perfumes and colognes on Sunday morning to
church. Thank you for helping us care for one another.

— FBC Council

*Please stand, as you are able

We are grateful for those who serve with us today:
Writing Prayers of the People - Naomi Mahaffy;
Writing Confession Prayer - Rose Merke;
Scripture Reading - Jon Maier, Caitlin Hart;

Video & Sound Technician - Evan Adnams.

Use the Tithe.ly QR code below to give instantly to FBC.




