Hanging of the Greens - First Sunday in Advent 2020
PRELUDE
The Holly and the Ivy

J. Biery

GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY
PREPARE THE WAY – ADVENT INTROIT
Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
Adrienne Sitko, soprano

JEFFERSON

CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)

One: A voice cries out:
Many: Prepare for God’s arrival!
One: Make the road straight and smooth, a highway fit for our God.
Many: Fill in the valleys, level off the hills.
One. Smooth out the ruts, and clear out the rocks.
Many: Prepare the way of the Lord!
All: Let us worship together.
*PROCESSIONAL CAROL
#152 Prepare the Way, O Zion

BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERREN

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION & LORD’S PRAYER
Come, Lord Jesus.
Fill the hearts of your faithful people.
Kindle in us the fire of your love.
Prepare us in every way to receive you
as we prepare once more for your coming.
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

ANTHEM
O Come, O Come Emmanuel

R. Haan

Matthew Vriend, cello

The Meaning of the Service
In this season of Advent, we prepare our sanctuary together and fill it with our
songs and prayers - - and once again we prepare a place for Christ Jesus in our
hearts.
The Greens
“The glory of Lebanon will come to you, the pine, the fir and the cypress
Together, to adorn the place of my sanctuary; and I will glorify the place
of my feet.” (Isaiah 60:13)
SOLO
Sans Day Carol

J. Rutter

Adrienne Sitko, soprano
The greenery is hung
The Flowers
“ I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys.” (Song of Songs 2:1)
“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch
will bear fruit.” (Isaiah 11:1)
CAROL
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
Gabrielle Thielmann-Vriend, violin

D. Burton

The flowers are placed
The Tree
“And the Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground - trees that
were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the
tree of life and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.” (Genesis 2:9)
“Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life… on each side of the
river stood the tree of life.” (Revelation 22:1-2)
The Meaning of the Symbols
Presented by the children, read more about the Chrismons on the last page of this
service.

CAROL (sanctuary attendees remain seated)
Evergreen and ever-fragrant (see next page)
STUTTGART
Words: Philip M. Young (1992) Tune: Christian E. Witt
Printed with permission by Philip M. Young.

The Gifts
“For God so loved the world that he gave His only Son, so that
everyone who believes in Him may not perish but have eternal
life.” (John 3:16)
“If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or a sister in
need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in them?
Dear children, let us not love with words and tongue, but in actions
and truth.” (1 John 3:17-18)
OFFERING
OFFERTORY
Wexford Carol
Gabrielle Thielmann-Vriend, violin

C. McMichael

*Offertory Response
So, bring Him incense, gold and myrrh
Come, peasant, king to own Him;
The King of Kings salvation brings.
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
This, this is Christ the King,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary.

Prayer:
Holy One, this Advent season we wait in hope.
And we give in hope.
Hope for your coming reign;
Hope because of your presence with us even now.
Receive these generous offerings,
And use them for your work of healing and hope in our world.
Amen.
The Crèche
“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.”
(Luke 2:7)
CAROL (sanctuary attendees remain seated)
#205 Away in a Manger

Cradle Song
The crèche is placed

The Light
“In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was
life and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness and the
darkness did not overcome it… the true light which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world...And the Word became flesh and lived among us.”
(John 1:1-5, 9, 14a)
LITANY FOR LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
One: Advent is a time of reflection and renewal.
Many: God of light, shine in our hearts and renew our hope.
One: Advent is a time of self-examination.
Many: God of light, shine in our hearts and strengthen our resolve.
One: Advent is a time of joyful expectation.
Many: God of light, shine in our hearts and renew our faith.
One: Advent is a time of service and searching.
All: God of light, shine in our hearts and ignite our compassion.
The first Advent candle is lit

*CAROL
#231 Arise, Your Light Has Come

FESTAL SONG

Dedication of Our Symbols and Ourselves
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given and the government will be on
his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and
peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with righteousness from this time on
and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.”
(Isaiah 9:6-7)
We have prepared our sanctuary and our homes for the arrival of the Christ
child. We prepare ourselves also for his coming as Lord of our lives,
and for his promised return as the one who makes all things new.
In a moment of silent prayer let us quiet our hearts in anticipation of this
Advent season.
(Silence)
Prayer (unison)
Lord Jesus, Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace, we have prepared our sanctuary and our homes for
your coming. We dedicate these symbols of our faith to you.
As individuals and as a people we prepare ourselves for your coming,
so that you would again be Lord of our lives. As your light shines in our
darkness, may the light of the Good News of Christ’s coming shine in
the dark corners of our world. We pray in the name of the one whose
coming we await. Amen.
*CAROL FOR THE JOURNEY
#163 All Earth is Hopeful

TAULÉ

*THE BLESSING OF THE COMMUNITY
Leader: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
People: And also with you.
*Benediction
May the Hope of Jesus
A. Sitko, soprano
*Sending of the community

R. Edwards

And now may God - the Creator of light and life, trees and flowers,
snow and rain -- friendship and celebration -- grant us peace. May
this decorated place of worship proclaim the birth of our Lord and
may our lives “put on display” the life of Christ and proclaim his
coming to those around us. In the name of Jesus, the “arriving one.”
Amen.
*Congregational Amen
*POSTLUDE
Prepare the Way, O Zion

J.B Weber

* Please stand as you are able

We are grateful for those who serve with us today!
Organist / Accompanist: Jerrold Eilander
Offering of Music in Worship: Adrienne Sitko, soprano;
Gabrielle Thielmann-Vriend, violin; Matthew Vriend, cello
Readers: Rev. Dr. Ryan Sato, Rev. Jeremy Keay,
Dawn Stiles, Beth Blanchette
Video and Sound Tech - Evan Adnams
Decorating Sanctuary: Carolynne Ross, Debbie Mitchell,
Harvey Hiller
Sanctuary Ensemble: Gwen Borowski, Warren Tasker,
Elijah Keay
Photographer: Gordon Dinwodie

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-625688. All rights reserved.

* * * * * * * * * * *
After the service join us for Zoom Meeting Coffee Hour (starts at approx. 12:25 am)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95177551868?pwd=eFFRb2xWanRjTUhuVWFTdkZvVnB2UT09
Meeting ID: 951 7755 1868
Passcode: 056872
Don't have a computer? You can call in by phone!
778-907-2071 or 587-328-1099
See you on Sunday!
THE FBC MINISTRY STAFF & COUNCIL

CHRISMONS – Christ’s Monograms
Chi Rho – (pronounced ki ro) The oldest monogram to
represent Christ is made up of the first two letters of the
name “Christ” in Greek.
Chi looks like an X and Rho looks like a P.
Nativity – The symbol of Christ’s birth is formed with the
Chi Rho. Joining the lines at the top of the Chi (X) forms a
manger.
Lamb – The lamb represents Christ, the Good Shepherd
(John 10:11) as well as the Lamb of God.
Shepherd’s Crook – Reminds us of Christ, the Good
Shepherd, who tends and cares for the sheep and asks us
to do the same. We also see the shape of the crook in
Christmas candy canes.
Star of Bethlehem – In the Bible, stars are often
associated with the promise of the Messiah. The 5-point
star is also known as the Star of Epiphany - - showing the
child Jesus to the Gentiles represented by the Magi of the
East.
Cross and Crown – The cross is the symbol of salvation,
while the crown reminds us that Christ is Lord of all. The
faithful will also receive the crown of life (Rev. 2:10).
Cross on the Orb – This symbol declares that Christ loved
and died for the whole world.
Fish – The fish was the secret sign used by early
Christians to avoid persecution. The first letters of the
Greek words, “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour,” spell
“fish” (ichthus or ΙΧΘΥΣ) in Greek.
Sun – This Christ symbols suggests the “sun of
righteousness” mentioned by Malachi, “But for you who
honour my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with
healing in its wings” (Mal. 4:2).
Messianic or Christmas Rose – Long ago, Isaiah
prophesied that the stump of Jesse’s (David’s father) tree
would blossom; centuries later, Jesus was born from
David’s line, and is represented by a simple white rose.

